Rose A. Dyson Ed.D.

167 Glen Road
Toronto, Ontario
M4W 2W8
Tel: 416-961-0853
Fax: 416-929-2720
	
June 12, 2007

The Honourable R. Roy McMurtry
52 Lascelles Blvd.,
Toronto, Ontario
 M5P 2E1

Dear Roy,

	Congratulations on your appointment as co-chair of a study on how best to address gun violence among youth in Ontario. Of course, I believe Premier Dalton McGuinty made an excellent choice, given your broad and extensive background as former Attorney General and Chief Justice of the Province. I read about it in the Globe and Mail this a.m. and also heard you interviewed on CBC Radio around 5:00 p.m. yesterday. 

	You may recall that, when you were appointed, in 2004, to chair a panel aimed at reducing the rate of violent crimes in some of Toronto’s poorest neighbourhoods, I wrote to you offering to help on the basis of my experience researching and studying media issues for over 20 years. At that time, you pointed out that initiatives related to education, public health, recreation and “the art of the possible” would be the focus and that it was the unanimous view of Mayor David Miller, his staff and other advisors that there is little if anything, that can be done by the City or the Province in a practical manner on the issue of media violence. I, of course, disagreed then and still do. 

	 I won’t review the reasons why. They are imbedded in the 55 recommendations at the end of my doctoral thesis, completed at OISEUT in 1995, for which you were interviewed and later given a copy, as well as my book, MIND ABUSE: Media Violence in an Information Age published in 2000. This book is now widely distributed throughout Canada and available through most public and university libraries. 

	The most recent “complimentary” copy I gave away was to Jordon Manner’s aunt last Thursday at George Brown College where I addressed an art class of 42 mature students in a guest lecture. It was her first time back at class since her nephew was shot and killed. I should point out that this class was very well versed on media influences and were primarily focussed on what could be done to address the harmful effects on their children. Some were teachers in schools with a history of violence, equally desperate for solutions. 

	In this context, I was reminded of the most recent  “Preventing Violence in the Schools” conference I attended in Toronto in March of this year - one of about a half dozen in the last 15 years, some of which I’ve spoken at, myself, coordinated by the Strategy Institute. When I asked Richard Filion, Director General of Dawson College in Montreal, where a student was shot and killed last fall a day after the third International Symposium on “Hate on the Internet” concluded in Toronto, following his remarks on preventing school shootings in the future if he would be looking at any of the data presented at the Symposium on causes, he said no. He had his hands full just preventing chaos from one day to the next. 

	I have written a report on this Symposium which will be published in the next Science for Peace Bulletin at the University of Toronto and can make it available to you if you wish. The mushrooming problems surrounding hate filled websites, sexual predators and the like were all reported on by law enforcement authorities from around the world. While some progress has been made in recent years to have these hate filled websites shut down by technologically savvy lawyers, for the most part solutions proposed were the same old hardy perennials. It is the responsibility of teachers and parents to deal with the problems.  

	At the conference on preventing violence in schools this March, I was particularly struck by how serious the problems have become after listening to lawyer, Eric Roher’s remarks on  legal issues associated with bullying and violence in schools. The extent to which cyber bullying has arisen with both students and teachers as victims was startling, even to me as someone who has been preoccupied with these issues for years. According to research done at the University of Calgary, 25% of students report receiving hateful messages.

	Permit me to bring to your attention two new books I am co-authoring that might be of some interest. Both are expected to be published before the end of this year. They are as follows:
1. R. Dyson. Teaching Children That Killing Is Fun: Issue 2: Toxic gaming: Do violent games make children aggressive? In: Greenberg, Joshua and Charelene Elliot. (Editors) Communications in Question. Publishers: Thompson/Nelson, Toronto, Canada..
2. R. Dyson. The Cultural Environment: Implications for Public Health, Human Rights and Ecological Sustainability. In: Soskolne, Colin et al. (Editors). Sustaining Life on Earth: Environmental and Human Health through Global Governance. Lexington Books, A Division of Rowman & Littlefield  Publishers, Inc., Lanham, Maryland, USA. 

	I am also including a copy of the letter to the editor I sent off to the Globe and Mail this a.m. in response to Margaret Wente’s column today on lack of cooperation with police on the part of crime witnesses. Do let me know if I can be of any help to you.

Sincerely




Rose Anne Dyson
Consultant in Media Education
<rdyson@oise.utoronto.ca>
www.C-CAVE.com
Chair, Media Working Group, Science for Peace, UT

cc. C-CAVE Board
Science for Peace Board
Eric Roher, Partner, Borden Ladner Gervais LLP


