			        SENATE HEARING COMMITTEE 
				         RE BILL C-10



I feel truly honoured to be here today, with my esteemed colleague, author and Media expert, Dr. Rose Dyson. We both share a deep concern about violence and pornography in the Media, which are saturating the industry at an unprecedented rate. We don’t need another study to corroborate the affects of this upon our youth. I continue to be stymied at the lack of action taken in this direction. For years and years, from one administration to another, this issue has been on the front burner. But to what avail? It has never been properly addressed. Bill C-10 would be a small step in the right direction. It would signal to responsible adults everywhere, that we don’t condone the LIMITLESS expression of sex and violence in the Media. (under the guise of freedom of artistic expression) WE KNOW THE HARMFUL EFFECTS THIS HAS UPON OUR YOUTH. WE ARE NOT IN THE DARK ABOUT THIS! 
For over 30 years, I have been a teacher in the public school system. I have taught hundreds of students. I have witnessed first-hand the decline in standards of speech and dress and morality. The students definitely mirror the industry, without question. Adolescents look upon media icons as role models to emulate, and emulate they do! 
Ironically, over the past number of years we have introduced standardized testing once more into our school system. EQAO (Ministry testing) has become a household name. But where has this been reflected in the Media, where standards appear to be NOWHERE in sight? And our hard-earned taxpaying dollars help to support this, no less! The majority of parents, if polled, would overwhelmingly support the return of good taste, dignity and wholesome values to the popular culture. 
As parents, grandparents, teachers and guardians of our young, to do nothing about this, in my opinion, would be to fail them. They deserve far more. They need us to groom them, to teach them, and to EXEMPLIFY how to lead healthy and productive lives. THIS, we cannot do in a vacuum. What is required is thoughtful planning, action, and a determined effort on our part, to stand up to those who would say otherwise. I URGE the Senate to pass Bill C-10. This would then be a DEFINITE (moral) victory for all Canadians, of good conscience. After all, are we not the trusted guardians of the next generation?    Thank you.
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